[Prognosis of post-anoxic coma].
The outcome of anoxic coma following cardiac arrest depends on the aetiological circumstances, on pre-existing visceral deficiencies and on the duration of inefficient circulation. Outside the extreme cases of prompt return to consciousness or early death, in many patients this course is marked by neurological sequelae of varying severity which may result in a persistent vegetative state. Initially, there is nothing that can predict the quality of survival, but within 72 hours the neurological examination usually makes it possible to foresee irreversible situations with permanent loss of consciousness. The decisional problems that ensue are discussed.